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MAC partners with Spokane’s
Queer History Project

By JoyceCrosby
Special to Stonewall News Northwest

Rose Krause, Curator of Special 
Collections at the Northwest Museum 
of Arts & Culture (MAC), located at 
2316 W. First Avenue in Spokane’s 
historic Browne’s Addition confirmed 
that the museum is partnering with 
Maureen Nickerson, the driving force 
behind Spokane’s GLBT history project, 
“Yesterday and Today: A Century of 
LGBT Faces in the Inland Northwest,” to 
compile and preserve materials relevant 
to local lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender history. The project, according to 
Nickerson, is also “affectionately known 
as QHP (Queer History Project) by the 
younger set.”

Initially, Nickerson contacted Kris 
Major, Curator of Education at the 
MAC, to discuss research related to an 
exhibit Nickerson is planning to display 
at Odyssey Youth Center that will focus 
on Spokane’s GLBT historical figures. 

Museum may also begin its first collection
of regional GLBT documents, artifacts 

by Joyce Crosby
Special to Stonewall News Northwest

Mark Nathan Lee is a man with a 
vision of how the future should look. 
When the 44-year-old moved to the 
Tri-Cities area of Washington in Sep-
tember 2006, he knew that he wanted 
to do something to address the needs of 
south central Washington’s GLBTIQQA 
youths. Because of his efforts, a new 
youth center will open in Kennewick on 
March 1. The center has the support of 
Planned Parenthood, the Benton-Frank-
lin Health District and local volunteers.

According to Lee, GLBTIQQA is an 
all-inclusive acronym meaning gay, les-
bian, transgender, intersex, queer, ques-
tioning and allied. Lee explained the new 
definition of the word ‘queer.’ “Now kids 
in the MTV generation are able to sleep 
with somebody, to choose that, and not 
have it brand him or her. It doesn’t mean 
‘I’m gay just because I slept with some-
one of the same sex.’” Queer now means 
anything other than heterosexual. It is a 
label that is a non-label.

Stonewall News Northwest 
turns 15!

Back issues available free at 
www.stonewallnews.net

Next Issue:
Wednesday, January 24th

Ad and Content Deadline:
Wednesday, January 17th

Vista Youth Center Opens March 1 in Tri-Cities
Lee volunteered at Planned Parent-

hood while he investigated the needs 
of GLBT youths in the area. He found 
some of their statistics appalling. Ac-
cording to Lee, young Americans ages 
13-24 are infected with HIV/AIDS at 
the rate of two per hour, and half of all 
new infections are in people under 25. 
Education is a big piece of the activist 
work Lee is undertaking. The Tri-Cities 
has 181 reported cases of HIV/AIDS, 
and having teens and youths become 
infected because of ignorance terrified 
Lee.

He also learned that no Gay-Straight 
Alliances (GSAs) existed in any high 
schools in the Tri-Cities. Furthermore, 
the Kennewick School District teaches 
only abstinence. “What century are we 
in?” Lee asks. He believes that if local 
GLBT youths receive support through 
a center, they will advocate for GSAs at 
their schools.

Lee asked local people and orga-
nizations what they saw as the most 
urgent need in the GLBT community. 

Photo by Joyce CrosbyMark Nathan Lee

           Please see MAC page 3

           Please see VISTA page 3
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Spokane & Regional

The ripping apart of churches over 
the issue of homosexuality is a sad thing 
to see. But it pales in comparison to the 
ripping apart of families. We look to our 
religious leaders for guidance. When 
they condemn our children, we feel we 
must condemn them as well. When they 
excommunicate our children, we feel our 
families must do the same. 

What if the One to whom all churches 
are dedicated grieves mightily at these 
divisions? 

What if we, churches and families 
alike, remembered that, in the words of 
Rabbi Harold Kushner, “The task of any 
religion is to teach us whom we’re required 
to love, not whom we’re entitled to hate.”

What if we actually used the great 
power of all our religions not to divide but 
to unite? 

What a headline that would make! 

Carol Lynn Pearson 
Walnut Creek, Calif. 

Churches should 
teach love

VIP’s to speak at INBA’s
Business Lunch Out By Joyce Crosby

Len Mace, former Interim Pastoral 
Leader at Emmanuel Metropolitan 
Community Church, has returned 
to Spokane, and on January 2, 
began working for a local non-profit 
corporation that manages affordable 
housing for people with disabilities or 
low incomes.

After receiving accolades from the 
congregation during his last service as 
Interim Pastoral Leader at Emmanuel 
MCC and visiting with family for two 
weeks, Mace moved Boise, Idaho on 
November 2, 2006. He spent the next 
month working with the Interim Pastoral 
Leader and congregation of Treasure 
Valley Metropolitan Community 
Church, having a “wonderfully fun time” 
with his sister and nephews, and taking 
time to reflect, relax and renew himself.

“During that much needed time 
of rest and recovery, I felt strongly 
led to return to Spokane earlier than 
originally planned. I wasn’t sure why I 
needed to return, but throughout my 
life experience, I’ve learned when one 
has a very strong ‘leading of the Spirit’ 
to do something, it is best to follow and 
not ask questions,” Mace said.

So Mace returned to Spokane, and 
on December 21, accepted a position 
as a member of a team that processes 
intake applications and qualifies people 
for low-income housing, and also 
communicates with tenants. The position 
provides Mace with the opportunity to 
help people in a new way. Mace states, 
“Everything we do is ministry when 
we see our service as such.” Securing 
employment and being able to enjoy his 
one-year-old granddaughter cemented 
Mace’s decision to stay in Spokane.

In reference to being drawn to one 
place only to discover it is but a stop 
on a journey of self discovery, Mace 
disclosed, “In my case, it meant arriving 
at what was always meant to be a ‘first’ 
destiny in Boise to have time to reflect 
and refocus and realize the real destiny 
was right here in Spokane all the time.”

While Mace cares deeply about 
the congregation at EMCC and is 
supportive of Wayne Schull, who took 
over leadership at the church when 
Mace departed in October 2006, Mace 
says he believes, “My greater calling is 
to be involved in other congregations 
who have become ‘open and affirming’ 
to people in the GLBTQ community, 
and to be part of that ongoing process 
as more of the mainline denominations 
‘see the light’ and realize we are all God’s 
children.”

by Joyce Crosby

The Inland Northwest Business 
Alliance, a professional business 
organization comprised of GLBT and 
allied business owners, has scheduled 
several prominent speakers for their 
upcoming monthly luncheons.

On January 10, Steve Smith, Editor 
of Spokane’s daily newspaper the 
Spokesman-Review, and the person who 
broke the story alleging sexual misconduct 
by then Mayor Jim West, will speak. His 
topic will be value-driven management 
as it applies to the newsroom and the 
resonating effects of this approach to 
quality reporting on complex and diverse 
issues throughout the community.

Mace returns

The February 14 luncheon will 
feature Dr. Kim Thornburn, former 
Medical Director of Spokane Regional 
Health District. She is undecided about 
her topic, but Thornburn indicated that 
she may discuss HIV/AIDS, including 
politics, or business standards from the 
business owner’s point of view but with a 
regulator’s approach and experience.

Spokane Mayor Jim Hession is 
scheduled to speak at the INBA luncheon 
on March 14.

INBA board member Marvin 
Reguindin reported that newly elected 
Democratic Senator Chris Marr has 
requested the opportunity to address 
INBA members and guests at a Business 
Lunch Out later this year.  

Spokane’s Int’l Film Fest
to show two gay films

Spokane’s International Film Festival 
will be including two films this year of 
interest to the GLBT community.

“Fall of ‘55”
screens Feb 4 at 11:00 am

In the fall of 1955, the citizens of 
Boise, Idaho were told there was a menace 
in their midst. On Halloween, three men 
were arrested -- accused of being part of a 
giant “sex ring” preying on teenage boys. 
There was no such ring, but the result 
was a widespread investigation which 
some people now call a witch hunt.

By the time the investigation ended, 
16 men were charged with sex crimes 
-- including men accused of having 
relations with other consenting adults. 
But countless other lives were also 
touched. In some cases, men implicated 
fled the area. At least one family actually 
left the country. 

“Time To Leave”
screens Feb 4 at 2:00

From French director, François 
Ozon.  Romain (Melvil Poupaud), a good 

looking young fashion photographer 
with a successful career, a cute boyfriend 
and seemingly everything to live for, 
collapses during a shoot. His initial 
concern that he might have AIDS is 
obliterated by a diagnosis which reveals 
untreatable terminal cancer. Faced with 
the knowledge that he has only a few 
months to live, he decides to tell no-one 
except his grandmother, who he chooses 
to talk to because she herself is close 
to death. Time to Leave is an intimate, 
minimalist and moving work in which 
Melvil Poupaud excels in the demanding 
central role, physically diminishing 
before our eyes.

The Spokane International Film 
Festival runs Jan 25, 26, 27, 28 and Feb 
1, 2, 3, 4

The Spokane International Film 
Festival, now in its ninth year, is a small, 
selective festival of world-class films. 
The festival is overseen by its parent, the 
Contemporary Arts Alliance of Spokane, 
with an active Board of Directors and 
generous financial support from a variety 
of local and regional underwriters. 
Contemporary Arts Alliance is a 
tax-exempt 501(c)(3) charitable 
organization. 

For more information on this film 
festival you can visit their web site at 
www.spokanefilmfestival.org  (not to be 
confused with the GLBT Film Festival at 
www.spokanefilmfest.org) 

“You must give up everything, in order to gain everything.  
What must you give up? Everything that is not truly you; all 
that you have chosen without choosing and value without 
evaluating. All your self-doubt that keeps you from trusting 
and loving yourself or other human beings. What will you 
gain? Only your own true self; a self who is at peace, who is 
able to truly love and be loved, and who understands who and 
what s/he is meant for. But you can be yourself only if you are 
no one else. You must give up “their” approval, whoever they 
are, and look to yourself for evaluation of success and failure, 
in terms of your own level of aspiration that is consistent with 
your values. Nothing is simpler and nothing is more difficult.”

-- Dr. Elisabeth Kubler-Ross 
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Nearly everyone agreed that the com-
munity would benefit most from a youth 
center or community center. According 
to Jennifer Aalgaard, Community Rela-
tions & Marketing Manager, Planned 
Parenthood of Central Washington, the 
agency “has supported the research and 
strategic planning of the youth center 
from the onset of the idea.”

With the encouragement of Planned 
Parenthood, Lee decided in November 
to gather a group of youths to discuss 
their needs. While doing online research 
about how to conduct youth focus 
groups, Lee stumbled on the website for 
Odyssey Youth Center in Spokane. Lee 
contacted Ramon Alvarez, Executive 
Director, Odyssey Youth Center and set 
up an after-hours visit to find out about 
OYC. In December, Lee returned to 
Spokane with his supporters to observe 
a typical night at the center. (See side-
bar: Odyssey Serves Diverse Group) Lee 
proclaimed, “I was totally amazed by 
what I found there!”

Lee and his supporters returned to 
the Tri-Cities and held a meeting with 
Planned Parenthood and other inter-
ested local people. They quickly reached 
a consensus that, “This is something we 
can do for the youths” of Kennewick, 
Pasco, Richland and the surrounding 
area.

A building near Vista Way in Ken-
newick was chosen as a home for the 
center. It is central to all of the Tri-Cities 
and is on a major bus route that connects 
Kennewick to Richland, Pasco and the 
outlying areas. Lee also likes the loca-
tion because River of Life Metropolitan 
Community Church owns it.

A donor has paid the security de-
posit on the building and the first several 
months’ rent. This generous supporter 
has also donated a warehouse full of 
furniture and all of the supplies for the 
kitchenette. ROLMCC is helping with 
launch events, and three sets of parents 
of GLBTIQQA youths are involved, too. 
The youth center currently has nine 
volunteers, all of who will be required to 
pass background checks before working 
directly with the youths.

In reference to Planned Parent-
hood’s role in the center, Jennifer Aal-
gaard stated, “We feel that all persons 
regardless of sexual orientation should 
feel safe in their educational settings 
and communities. We are dedicated to 
supporting the work at the center and 
look forward to its success.”

“GLBTQ youths are faced with more 
risk factors and receive far fewer health 
care services than their heterosexual 
peers,” stated Aalgaard, speaking on be-
half of Benton-Franklin Health District, 
as well as Planned Parenthood. It is the 
agencies’ hope “to end the unnecessary 
and preventable spread of HIV and 
STD’s throughout the GLBTQ commu-
nities, as well as provide comprehensive 
sexuality education to empower youths 
to make life long healthy decisions.” A 
volunteer from either the Health District 
of Benton-Franklin County or Planned 
Parenthood will be on site when the 
center is open.

Vista Youth Center will open on 
March 1 and serve GLBTIQQA youths 
between the ages of 14 and 21. For the 
first two months, it will be open Thurs-
day nights from 3 to 8 p.m. Plans call for 
expanded days and hours beginning in 
May. The initial goal of the center is to 
“build familiarity in a place where it is 
safe for kids to be.” Youths are encour-
aged to drop in to hang out, have some 
fun, eat good food, and play games. Sup-
port and information will be available, 
too.

Lee believes that realistically the 
center should average at least two-dozen 
youths per night after it has been open 
for a few months. His philosophy is that 
the number of youths who are present on 
any given day is unimportant. From his 
post as Chairman of the Board of Vista 
Youth Center, Lee is optimistic. “Realis-
tically, if we open and three kids show 
up the first day, with word of mouth, 
after about forty days, I think we’ll get 
to our goal of twenty youths per night.”

Lee is overwhelmed by the huge 
amount of support offered by Odyssey 

Youth Center’s Executive Director. “My 
thanks to Ramon. It’s because of his 
support that Vista Youth Center will be 
opening. Essentially I’ve recreated what 
he has done.” Alvarez has provided doc-
uments that include rules, boundaries, 
forms and fund raising ideas.

The next step is to grow the volun-
teer and funding pools. “As we do that, 
the center will be self sustaining,” Lee 
affirmed. One of the challenges Vista 
Youth Center will face is “finding volun-
teers who are transgender to be there as 
role models for kids.” Another challenge 
is finding enough bilingual volunteers 
to assist the population of Hispanic 
youths.

Lee has some ideas about how to 
approach funding. He hopes to recruit 
one hundred donors to pledge a small 
amount of money each month. “Indi-
vidually the amounts are small.” But Lee 
is certain, “together they will keep Vista 
Youth Center going for a long time.”

Mark Nathan Lee’s vision is to give 
our GLBTIQQA youths a safe place to 
be themselves, “so that these kids, in 
these times, grow up proud of who they 
are. I want it to be different than my 
generation. I want these kids to be…not 
just ok…I want to get to a place, a time, 
where kids are proud to be who they are, 
where kids flirt just like everybody else, 
where they will be just like everybody 
else. Even today, the kid who is out, who 
is willing to step up, is still on the fringe, 
is still not “normal.” The vista that Lee 
sees on the horizon is the prospect of 
our youths becoming proud and strong; 
where acceptance and equality are prev-
alent; where diversity is applauded.

Vista Youth Center can be reached 
at:

 www.vistayouthcenter.org
 info@vistayouthcenter.org
 Phone: 971-344-6121

Odyssey Serves Diverse Group

Mark Lee visited Odyssey on 
December 8, 2006 so that he and 
his supporters could see how the 
youths interacted. During the visit, 
Ramon Alvarez, Odyssey Executive 
Director, provided time for Lee to 
have discussions with 19 GLBTQA 
kids. Lee discovered that the youths 
who come to the center are a diverse 
group.

Lee asked them why they come 
to OYC. “Their primary answer was 
to be with this, their family of choice, 
verses their family of origin. Some 
shared that their family of origin 
was often not understanding—or 
able to understand—especially with 
the Trans youths. Also, many said 
they came to the center to be able 
to be themselves and feel safe and 
comfortable as themselves.” Some 
youths come to use the computers, 
get help with homework, or for the 
meal served on Friday nights.

When asked how long they trav-
el to get to the center, most of the 
youths said around 30 minutes. The 
longest was 90 minutes by bus, and 
one lived nearby. However, only two 
said that parents bring them, and it 
appeared to Lee that “most didn’t 
tell their parents where they were 
going.” All but one youth found out 
about Odyssey by word-of-mouth, 
and attendance varied from about 
once a week to monthly.

Major then mentioned the project to 
her colleague, Krause, who manages 
the Joel E. Ferris Research Library and 
Archives at the MAC. Krause met 
Nickerson while Nickerson was search-
ing for LGBT references in the MAC’s 
Police Department Crime Scrapbooks, 
which, Krause explained, “are made up 
of newspaper clippings” about crimes 
that were reported in Spokane.

The museum, according to Krause, 
currently does not have any “collections 
that document the history of the GLBT 
community in Spokane.” The only hints 
of GLBT history currently archived at 
the MAC are the references Nicker-
son has been able to find in the Crime 
Scrapbooks. Other than the private 
homes of our LGBT elders, there is cur-

MAC
continued from Front Page

VISTA
continued from Front Page

Photo by Joyce CrosbyMaureen Nickerson

rently nowhere 
r e s e a r c h e r s 
can go to learn 
that when the 
first Spokane 
PFLAG meet-
ing was held 
in Harry and 
Katie Urbanek’s 
home in 1984, 
eight people 
were present. 
There is no ar-
chive that con-
tains the origi-
nal September 
1985 Agenda 
to prove that, 
a year later, the 
Spokane Gay-
Lesbian Coali-
tion had thirty-
three member organizations. And to 
learn that within two years, all but a few 
of these organizations were gone, you 
would need to talk to long time PFLAG 
member, Ann Wood. Krause couldn’t be 
more correct in her statement, “We’re 
really at the beginning stages on this 
project.” 

The role of the Northwest Museum 
of Arts & Culture in the project is for 
Krause, Curator of special Collections, 
and Marsha Rooney, the museum’s 
Curator of History, to lend their profes-
sional expertise and to evaluate “materi-
als the MAC may want to acquire.” After 
historical artifacts from the GLBT com-
munity are entrusted to the museum, 
the MAC will catalog the materials and, 
according to Krause, “provide long-term 
climate-controlled storage” as well as al-
low interested individuals to access the 
materials. Maureen Nickerson reports 
that she is proud to be involved in find-
ing a permanent home for the collection 
of oral histories and primary source ma-
terials she is gathering from the GLBT 
community. And she is pleased that the 
materials will be archived for future 
generations at the MAC.

Krause indicated that she and 
Rooney are depending on Nickerson’s 
contacts and the GLBT community as 
a whole to connect them with people 
who may have “collections of business, 
personal, and/or organizational records 
and artifacts that reflect the history of 
Spokane’s GLBT community.”

When Krause attended a conference 
in Portland, Oregon, one of the sessions 
highlighted the joint efforts of that city’s 
public library, the Oregon Historical 
Society and the local GLBT community 
to collect and preserve it’s history. That 
experience sparked Krause’s interest 

and she “hoped there would be an op-
portunity to create a similar collection 
at the MAC.”  When she learned of 
Maureen Nickerson’s GLBT history 
project, Krause enthusiastically offered 
the museum’s support and assistance.

“The GLBT community is part of 
Spokane’s history, just as any other mi-
nority or diversity group, and it is the 
mission of the museum to collect and 
preserve the history of Spokane and 
the Inland Northwest,” Krause affirmed. 
This is a great opportunity for both the 
museum and the GLBT community be-
cause, Krause explained, “Writing his-
tory depends on source documents for 
support; if there are no documents, it is 
very difficult for researchers to produce 
articles, books, exhibits, etc. By collect-
ing from the GLBT community in Spo-
kane, the MAC will ensure that primary 
sources are available to researchers now 

and in the fu-
ture.”

F r o m 
Spokane’s first 
“Gay-In” in 
1971 to its first 
Pride March 
twenty years 
later, the GLBT 
c o m m u n i t y 
has been work-
ing to promote 
a c c e p t a n c e 
and equality 
through visibil-
ity. The alliance 
between the 
GLBT com-
munity and the 
Northwest Mu-

seum of Arts & 
Culture will not 

only document and preserve our his-
tory. It will also bring recognition and 
credibility to the contributions of the 
Inland Northwest’s lesbian gay bisexual 
and transgender persons throughout 
history. 

!
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SALES • RENTALS • NEW • USED

All-Natural Sexual Stimulants for Men and Women
You don’t have to drive

miles and miles and miles,
we’re right downtown!

Adult Videos • Adult DVD’s
Adult Toys • Adult Games
Cards & Gifts • Magazines
Oils • Lubricants • Lotions

123 E.  Sprague Ave. •  2425 E.  Springfield •  Spokane
( 5 0 9 ) 5 3 6 - 7 0 0 1    •    ( 5 0 9 ) 6 2 4 - 7 5 2 2 

  “best 
  prices 

 in 
town”

VALERIE M. BLAKE
Broker/Owner

509.599.1598www.SpokaneFineProperties.com

VALERIE@SpoKAnEFInEpRopERtIES.coM

Mother Goose Is Loose
Row, row, row your boat
gently down the stream...
a condo on the riverfront
is not too large a dream

Twinkle, twinkle, great big grin...
look at this new loft I’m in!
Granite slabs and stainless steel
give it that contempo feel.

Wayne Besen is a columnist, author and the founder 
of Truth Wins Out, www.TruthWinsOut.org

 Anything but Straight

University lecturers left their classrooms this week to lecture Focus on the Family’s 
James Dobson to tell him he has no class. The tenured were teed off and staged a revolt 
because they were revolted by how Dobson had perverted their work in TIME magazine. 
In a guest column criticizing Mary Cheney, Dobson justified his trashing of gay families 
by citing the work of renowned researchers. But instead of allowing their work to be 
distorted, the scholars hollered and told Dobson to stop lying for the Lord.”

University lecturers left 
their classrooms this week to 
lecture Focus on the Family’s 
James Dobson to tell him he 
has no class. The tenured were 
teed off and staged a revolt 
because they were revolted 
by how Dobson had perverted 
their work in TIME magazine. 
In a guest column criticizing 
Mary Cheney, Dobson justified 
his trashing of gay families by 
citing the work of renowned researchers. 
But instead of allowing their work to be 
distorted, the scholars hollered and told 
Dobson to stop lying for the Lord.

The first professor to profess her 
displeasure was Dr. Carol Gilligan, a 
renowned psychologist and author 
of In a Different Voice. Gilligan has 
also taught at Harvard and University 
of Cambridge and has more degrees 
than a thermometer. She is so well-
respected that Dobson tried to justify 
his argument against same-sex families 
in TIME by citing her work. The devious 
goal of Dobson was to force reasonable 
people to think, “If a learned scholar likes 
Gilligan says gay families are harmful, 
maybe Focus on the Family is right.”

The problem was Dobson 
deliberately got it wrong. I contacted 
Gilligan and she was “stunned” and 
“mortified” by the way Dobson had 
manipulated her research. Indeed, she 
wrote a letter to Dobson demanding 
that he “cease and desist from quoting 
my research in the future.”

“Not only did you take my research 
out of context, you did so without my 
knowledge to support discriminatory 
goals that I do not agree with,” continued 
Gilligan in her letter and reiterated in 
a video airing on You Tube. “What you 
wrote was not truthful and I ask that 
you refrain from ever quoting me again 
and that you apologize for twisting my 
work.”

A second researcher I contacted 
was Dr. Kyle Pruett, professor at Yale 
University School of Medicine and the 
author of Fatherneed: Why Father Care 
Is as Essential as Mother Care for Your 
Child.” Pruett was also unaware that 
Dobson had butchered his scholarship.

“You cherry-picked a phrase to shore 
up highly, in my view, discriminatory 
purposes,” wrote Pruett in a letter to 
Dobson. “This practice is condemned in 
real science, common though it may be in 
pseudo-science circles. There is nothing 
in my longitudinal research or any of my 
writings to support such conclusions 
(about same-gender families).”

If this wasn’t embarrassing enough, 
this week, Angela Phillips, author of 
“The Trouble With Boys,” and professor 
at Goldsmiths College in London, said 
she was “incensed” to find she was 
misquoted in another Dobson article.

“It has come to my attention that 
my book ‘The Trouble with Boys’ has 
been seriously misrepresented in 

Science Strikes Back
by Wayne Besen

writings by James Dobson,” 
she wrote to Focus on the 
Family. “I would be grateful 
if you could publish this 
letter prominently on your 
website.”

Of course, Dobson will 
never apologize to Dr. Gilligan 
or stop using Dr. Pruett’s 
research or place Professor 
Phillips’ letter on his website. 
As long as his organization 

is raking in nearly $150 million a year 
and he is on the White House’s speed 
dial, Dobson will mock the truth with 
mendacity. Bearing false witness is his 
modus operandi.

In June, Dr. Elizabeth Saewyc, an 
associate professor at the University 
of British Columbia, said Focus on the 
Family twisted her study on lesbian teen 
suicide.

“The research has been hijacked 
for somebody’s political purposes 
or ideological purposes and that’s 
worrisome,” Saewyc told CBC news. 
Focus on the Family justified its lie 
by misquoting the work of Columbia 
University’s Dr. Robert Spitzer, who felt 
it necessary to respond.

“Unfortunately Focus on the Family 
has once again reported findings of my 
study out of context to support their 
fight against gay rights,” said Dr. Spitzer.

Feeling the heat of international 
condemnation, Dobson turned to 
character assassination on his webpage 
this week, suggesting his accusers 
were hostage to “liberal groupthink.” I 
suppose, as a group, these acclaimed 
scientists do think that misrepresenting 
science is wrong. And, of course, it is 
worth noting that Dobson respected 
these very researchers enough to quote 
them last week. He only changed his 
tune after they upbraided him for 
unethical and unprofessional conduct.

Focus on the Family’s big “ah 
ha” moment was more like a “ha ha” 
moment, as it was quite laughable. They 
pointed out that I was the one who first 
contacted all of the professors. But, 
Focus neglected to say that if Dobson 
had been honest, I wouldn’t have had 
to make these calls. Finally, Focus on 
the Family derided Dobson’s detractors 
as name-callers. However, some of 
Dobson’s fiercest critics have come from 
the far right.

In October, former ultraconservative 
Rep. Dick Armey (R-TX) said that Dobson 
is a “real nasty bully” who commands a 
“gang of thugs.”

I would agree that his organization 
more often acts like Crips than Christians. 
It is time to take the Dramamine, as 
Dobson is about to spin legitimate 
criticism in the same dishonest way 
he spun the actual studies he is being 
criticized for distorting.

Former President Gerald 
Ford on equality...
Deb Price quoted President Ford in “Gerald Ford: Treat Gay Couples Equally” in The 
Detroit News. (Oct. 29,2006)

...”I think they ought to be treated equally. Period,” Ford declared. 
Asked specifically whether gay couples should get the same Social   
Security, tax and other federal benefits as married couples, he replied, 
“I don’t see why they shouldn’t.  I think that’s a proper goal.”
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Small town Idaho, where everyone knows your business 
is no place for a baby dyke to go looking for love. 
Especially when murder and homophobia are stalking 
the streets.

For Wilhelmina “Bil” Hardy, trapped in the coils of her 
eccentric family and off-the-wall friends, neither the 
course of true love nor amateur sleuthing runs smoothly. 

Mistaken identity, misunderstandings and mysteries galore 
take Bil to places she’s never dreamed of visiting.

Available from:
www.bywaterbooks.com
www.bookpeople.net
www.powells.com
www.amazon.com
& Aunties Book Store

L Word Steams up Dempsey’s
The Fourth Season premiere party 

of the L Word had 
its mishaps on 
Sunday evening, 
but the people in 
this community 
pulled together to 
make it happen.

Murphy’s Law  
hit OutSpokane 
and Dempsey’s 
when they were 
down to the last 
three days before the party.

First, the big screen TV chose to have 
tantrums and was only working part of 
the time. Then at the last minute it was 
discovered that the scheduled hookup 
had been postponed until Monday fol-
lowing the scheduled premiere.

Not wanting to let anyone down 
and be true to their 
own word, OutSpo-
kane and Dempsey’s 
formed a back up 
plan and borrowed 
a video projector 
from publisher Mike 
Schultz and a pull 
down screen from 
local activist Bonnie 
Aspen. Still the day 
was not quite saved 

because of technical difficulties at show 
time and it took an eager room full of les-
bians and a few homos working together 
to make it happen. Who says we can’t get 
along? The evening was rowdy and fun. 

Women’s Night Out at Dempsey’s 
looks like a real winner!
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Under Ohio law, the 
sex noted on the birth 
certificate is what counts 
when marriage licenses are 
considered. And that part 
of the birth certificate can’t 
be changed. 

New Surveys List Gay-
Friendly Favorites
By JENNIFER CONLIN,
New York Times

What do gay travelers want? Ac-
cording to two recent surveys, pretty 
much one thing. As Aretha Franklin 
might put it: R-E-S-P-E-C-T. Nearly half 
of all gay men and lesbians surveyed by 
the Travel Industry Association — in 
conjunction with Harris Interactive 
and Witeck-Combs Communications, 
a gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans-
gender (G.L.B.T.) strategic marketing 
and communications agency — said a 
destination’s “gay friendliness” was the 
key factor in planning a vacation. 

Also high on their list — safety, 
specifically a place where they will not 
feel intimidated or threatened if they 
publicly hold their partner’s hand. The 
online study also revealed they want 
places that are “culturally welcoming” 
and “support diversity and G.L.B.T. 
civil rights.” Given those results, it 
was hardly surprising that panelists 
named San Francisco; Key West, Fla.; 
New York; Fire Island, N.Y.; and Prov-

incetown, Mass., as their top five “gay 
friendly” United States destinations.

More interesting, perhaps, are the 
results of a second study, conducted 
by Community Marketing in its 11th 
Annual Gay and Lesbian Travel Survey. 
While favorite destinations included 
Las Vegas, London, Palm Springs, 
Calif., Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and even 
China and South America, interest in 
the Caribbean, the survey reports, “ap-
pears to be waning.” While the study 
points to the bad reputation some Ca-
ribbean islands have received after iso-
lated gay-bashing incidents in the last 
few years, one company specializing 
in gay travel, Atlantis Events, thinks it 
may have more to do with the fact that 
the Caribbean has a “been there, done 
that” feeling for many high-end travel-
ers. 

“A lot of our clients have been to 
the Caribbean and are looking for a 
new experience,” said Stephan Roth, 
director of guest relations for Atlantis, 
adding that the group’s Baltic cruise, 
scheduled for this summer, sold out in 
a week and a half.

County requires marrying 
couples to swear they aren’t 
transsexual

By Gail Cetnar
Staff Writer, Springfield News-Sun 

SPRINGFIELD, Illinois - Most 
couples on their way to the wedding 
chapel are prepared to answer the big 
question.

You know, the one they answer “I 
do.”

Few are prepared for a more per-
sonal question they get first at the 
courthouse — and only in Clark Coun-
ty.

S h a r o n 
Weldy knows 
that better than 
anyone.

Issuing mar-
riage licenses is 
part of her job 
description as 
deputy clerk of 
Clark County 
Probate Court. 
Each couple that 
approaches her desk must fill out the 
application, pay a $45 fee and raise 
their right hand to take an oath before 
they’re issued a license.

Weldy, poised and professional, 
looks at the happy couple and pleas-
antly begins to recite the oath.

“Do you solemnly swear you are 
not a transsexual...”

That’s when the looks of bewilder-
ment hit.

“Most of the time, I’d say 75 per-
cent of the time, when I give the oath 
I get laughter or giggles or question-
able looks. You know, they can’t believe 
that’s what they’re being asked to say,” 
Weldy said.

She contin-
ues with a list of 
other questions: 
Are they related 
closer than sec-
ond cousins? Are 
they under the 
influence of in-
toxicating liquor 
or a controlled 
substance? Are 
they infected with syphilis?

If they swear they’re not, they get 
the license.

“I usually can get through it, but 
there are times when I have to stop in 
the middle because they’re laughing so 
hard,” Weldy said.

Sometimes she has to start over 
— and that’s not to say repeating it 
helps matters.

Weldy used to feel a little weird 
reciting the oath. But now she’s said it 
so many times that she’s got it memo-
rized and can rattle it off without even 
thinking about it, like the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

“It doesn’t bother me anymore,” she 
said.

After the initial shock of Weldy’s 
questioning has passed, applicants fol-
low up with their own line of question-
ing.

They ask her the definition of a 
transsexual. She had to look it up when 

she first started her job. A transsexual 
is not the same as a transvestite (cross-
dresser). A transsexual has had a sex-
change surgery.

“Some ask me why they have to say 
that. Or they look at each other and 
say ‘Are you a transsexual?’ to the other 
one,” Weldy said.

No one has ever answered yes.
“I think the average man and wom-

an, by the time they’re getting married, 
kind of just assume that their partner is 
not a transsexual,” said Richard Carey, 

Clark County 
Probate Court 
judge.

The first 
part of the oath, 
the part about 
t r a n s s e x u a l s , 
is unique to 
Clark County. 
The Springfield 
News-Sun re-
quested mar-

riage oaths from every county in Ohio 
and found that the question is not asked 
in any other probate court.

That might seem surprising in an 
age when the political spotlight is on 
gay marriage. In 2004, Ohio voters 
passed a constitutional amendment 
declaring marriage a union between 
one man and one woman.

But this section of Clark County’s 
marriage oath dates back to 1987. That 
was the year Stark County Probate 
Judge Denny Clunk wrote a landmark 
opinion denying a marriage license to 
a woman and her fiance, who was born 
female but had a sex-change operation 
to become male. The ruling held that 

chromosomes , 
not genitals, de-
termine sex.

Under Ohio 
law, the sex 
noted on the 
birth certificate 
is what counts 
when marriage 
licenses are con-
sidered. And that 
part of the birth 

certificate can’t be changed. So in the 
Stark County case, both applicants 
were considered to be women.

David Mattes served as Clark 
County Probate judge at the time of 
Clunk’s ruling. He said he figured he’d 
nip any potential problems in the bud 
by adding a line to the oath.

“It’s been there ever since,” Mattes 
said.

The oaths administered in every 
county vary slightly. Judges have the 
authority to modify the oath based on 
their understanding of the law. Most 
counties are similar to Clark County 
— minus the part about transsexuals.

Only one other area varies its 
wording significantly more than oth-
ers. Crawford County asks an applicant 
if he or she is a “habitual drunkard, 
adjudged incompetent, or cognitively 
impaired, or adjudged mentally ill per-
son.”

Transsexual question unique to Clark County. During the 
marriage license oath, couples are asked whether either 
person is a transsexual or has syphilis.

Panel calls for finding legal way 
to recognize gay relationships 

OREGON - Discrimination based 
on sexual orientation should be illegal 
under state law, a task force appointed 
by Democratic Gov. Ted Kulongoski 
recommended in a report released 
Thursday, after months of discussion. 

The task force also called for some 
form of “legal recognition” for gay re-
lationships, a tricky issue considering 
Oregonians voted in 2004 to restrict 
marriage to unions between a man and 
a woman. 

Instead, task force members said 
Oregon should model its own system 
on Vermont-style civil unions, a plan 
that was proposed in the 2005 Legisla-
tive session, but never made it past the 
Republican-controlled House. 

With Democrats now in control of 
both chambers, supporters of the task 
force’s recommendations said they are 

feeling hopeful about their prospects. 
“But we don’t take it for granted 

that we have already won,” said Rebekah 
Orr, a spokeswoman for Basic Rights 
Oregon, the state’s leading gay rights 
group. “There is lots of work to do. We 
also recognize that our opponents see 
the historic opportunity before us.” 

Groups likely to oppose the bulk 
of the task force’s proposals said they’d 
need time to go over the recommen-
dations carefully, but warned that if 
legislators go too far, in their opinion, 
a ballot referral campaign could be in 
the works. 

“If we felt it was bad public policy 
enough, extreme enough, then we 
would probably refer it,” said Tim Na-
shif, who heads the Oregon Family 
Council. “Then at least it puts the fo-
rum into the hands of the people.” 

Crawford County asks 
an applicant if he or she 
is a “habitual drunkard, 
adjudged incompetent, or 
cognitively impaired, or 
adjudged mentally ill per-
son.”
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Gay teens don’t tell docs 
about sexual orientation

SANTA MONICA, Calif., Dec. 28 
(UPI) -- Only a minority of gay, lesbian 
or bisexual teenagers tell doctors about 
their sexual orientation, RAND Corpo-
ration researchers said Thursday. 

Even though 70 percent of the in-
dividuals were aware of their orienta-
tion as teens, just 35 percent told their 
doctors. 

“We were surprised by these re-
sults,” said Garth Meckler, assistant 
professor of emergency medicine and 
pediatrics with the Oregon Health 
and Science University, Portland. “We 
figured they would have a higher dis-
closure rate than most youth, and yet, 
despite being out to almost everyone 
in their lives, only 35 percent had told 
their doctor about their sexual orienta-
tion.” 

Mark Schuster, director of health 
promotion and disease prevention at 
RAND Health in Santa Monica, Calif., 
and professor of pediatrics and public 
health at the University of California 
at Los Angeles, suggested, “This is a 
reminder to physicians who take care 

of teens to try to create a comfortable, 
safe environment for young people to 
be open about their orientation, as well 
as other aspects of their sexuality.” 

The American Academy of Pediat-
rics, the American Medical Association 
and the Society for Adolescent Medi-
cine all recommend that physicians 
discuss sexuality with all adolescents 
and provide nonjudgmental commu-
nication about sexual orientation. The 
study by RAND -- a nonprofit research 
organization -- and UCLA is published 
in the December issue of the Archives 
of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine. 

Researchers surveyed 131 par-
ticipants at the Models of Pride Youth 
Conference. Ninety percent of the teens 
had been to see a doctor in the past two 
years. Despite the fact that 66 percent 
thought it was very or somewhat im-
portant that their doctor know their 
sexual orientation in order to provide 
the best health care possible, only 35 
percent said their physician knew their 
sexual orientation.

OutGames millions in debt, 
but planning more events 

By JOSHUA LYNSEN 
Washington Blade

A leading gay sports official is ques-
tioning whether the market can sup-
port two international competitions.

Federation of Gay Games govern-
ing board member Brent Minor said the 
revelation that Montreal’s OutGames is 
$5 million in debt — a figure reported 
by the Canadian Press that cited a Que-
bec government audit — shows there 
might not be enough athletes, fans and 
corporate sponsorships to go around.

“I think the numbers speak for 
themselves,” he said. “I think it’s going 
to be very difficult to bounce back from 
the loss that they had.”

The upstart OutGames, which con-
cluded in early August, came one week 
after Gay Games VII, a similar interna-
tional sporting event held in Chicago.

Gay Games VII, which drew 12,000 
athletes, concluded July 22. The First 
World OutGames, which was orga-
nized by former Gay Games workers, 
drew about 10,000 athletes and ended 
Aug. 5.

Officials behind both events told 
the Blade in August that early returns 
showed enough interest existed to 
sustain two major gay sports competi-
tions.

The independent Quebec audit re-
vealed last month that OutGames lost 
more than $5 million. Organizers have 
since filed for bankruptcy protection.

Minor said Gay Games VII also is 
working to break even. Officials hope 
DVD and picture sales can shore up the 
event’s estimated $200,000 to $300,000 
debt.

“I think this demonstrates how dif-
ficult it is to run two international gay 
and lesbian sporting events,” he said, 
“particularly in the same year.”

Officials with OutGames could not 
be reached for comment. The organi-
zation’s web site has been deactivated 
and its U.S. media liaison is among the 
more than 200 creditors.

Marielle Dupere, the event’s co-
chair, told the Canadian Press last 
month that she had “no regrets about 
the games,” but admitted OutGames 
owes $2.2 million to suppliers, and the 
remaining deficit is largely government 
loans.

Separate paths

Despite the debts, OutGames is 
moving ahead with plans for future 
competitions.

The first event will be held next year 
in Calgary, with a similar gathering to 
follow in the Pacific Rim in 2008. The 
continental competitions are intended 
as prologues to the Second World Out-
Games in Denmark in 2009.

Meanwhile, the Federation of Gay 
Games is planning its next event for 
2010 in Germany.

Minor said he had hoped Gay 
Games and OutGames organizers 
would combine efforts on future events, 
but that now seems unlikely.

“I continue to think that we are 
better off united than apart,” he said. 
“But people will do what they need and 
have to do.”

OutGames was created following 
a protracted feud among gay sports 
officials. The dispute dates back to the 
2002 Gay Games VI in Sydney, which 
was plagued by financial problems.

In the aftermath of that event, 
the Federation of Gay Games pushed 
through a series of rules changes that 
required local organizers of future 
games to surrender financial control.

Officials who had already started 
planning Gay Games VII in Montreal 
steadfastly opposed the changes. Near-
ly two years of negotiations followed, as 
both sides attempted to work together, 
but no agreement could be reached.

The two groups separated in No-
vember 2003, and Montreal planners 
staged their event independent of the 
Federation of Gay Games.

Minor said the rules changes ulti-
mately benefited Gay Games VII, and 
allowed the event to come much closer 
to breaking even than before. Organiz-
ers previously relied on revenues from 
ticket sales and large parties.

“We had a different model,” he said, 
“and it was a sound financial model 
that was based on corporate sponsor-
ships, and it was front loaded.”

Minor said the earlier revenues 
brought new stability to Gay Games 
VII, which had a budget of $19.5 mil-
lion.

“That made all the difference in the 
world,” he said. “I feel more confident 
than ever that the Gay Games is on 
strong footing.”

But regardless of the newfound sta-
bility, Minor said many Gay Games of-
ficials and athletes would welcome the 
chance to unify with OutGames.

He said the hostility and grudges 
that once existed on the part of Gay 
Games have disappeared.

“I know this — and this is a very 
sincere and real feeling,” he said. “If 
there was a desire for people to come 
back into the Federation, we would be 
very welcoming.”

Some doubt viability 
of two gay sporting 
competitions 

Brent Minor, a Gay Games board member, 
hopes the two major international gay 
sporting events can unite in the future. 

Retiring Gay Congressman 
Speaks Up About Same-Sex 
Marriage Before Stepping Down  
By Anthony Cuesta 

Retiring Republican Arizona Rep. 
Jim Kolbe says the GOP’s opposition 
to same-sex marriage is “a terrible mis-
take” and that opposition to the unions 
is on the decline. 

Kolbe, who is stepping down after 
22 years in Congress, told the Tucson 
Citizen his party has given too much 
power over its direction to social con-
servatives. 

“It’s a terrible mistake,” Kolbe said. 
“It takes the party in the wrong direc-
tion. It takes us away from our core 
element and our core values: fiscal dis-
cipline and a strong defense.” 

Kolbe—the only openly gay Re-
publican in Congress—told the Citizen 
that same-sex marriage will eventually 
be legal in the United States. 

“As much as the social conserva-
tives might not like to hear it,” he said 
to the Citizen, “there will be a time 
when your grandchildren say: ‘What 
was the argument with gay marriage? 
Who cares?’” 

Kolbe also said the war in Iraq will 
de-escalate in 2007 and 2008 because 
of public opposition. 

“You will see a decided decline 
in the next two years,” he said to the 
Citizen. “Our engagement has got to 
be dramatically reduced over the next 
two years.” 

According to the Arizona Daily 
Star, among some politicians and re-
porters the fact that Kolbe was gay was 
long rumored, but it was viewed as ir-
relevant to his political career and so it 
was never reported. 

His mainstream political oppo-
nents never brought it up, except in 
1992 when he was opposed on the right 
by a religious conservative and on the 
left by an openly gay candidate, both of 
whom made veiled allusions to Kolbe’s 
closeted orientation. 

“It didn’t appear to affect his job 
as congressman one way or the other,” 
then-Daily Star Editor Stephen E. Aus-
lander said in 1996 after Kolbe was 

forced to come out. “Public figures have 
a moral, if not legal, right to privacy. So 
long as his private life didn’t affect his 
job it’s his own business.” 

“That I am a gay person has never 
affected the way that I legislate,” Kolbe 
said then, reports the Daily Star. “I am 
the same person, one who has spent 
many years struggling to relieve the tax 
burden for families, balance the budget 
for our children’s future, and improve 
the quality of life that we cherish in 
Southern Arizona.” 

Republican Arizona Rep. Jim Kolbe 
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Congratulations
and 

Best Wishes
to

415 W. Sprague   Spokane, WA 99201 509-624-4450

Welcome 
to Spokane!

from

Dempsey’s 
Brass Rail

and

Stonewall News 
Northwest
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Ciara: The Evolution
Ciara

LaFace Records
Perhaps 

I just don’t 
get it. Ciara’s 
first album 
has gone 
multi-plati-
num; she has 
won numer-
ous awards, 
i n c l u d i n g 

Grammy™, MTV Video Music, and even 
Soul Train awards. Her sophomore album, 
The Evolution, debuted at #1 on the Bill-
board Hot 200 chart. And yet every time I 
listen to the CD, I ask myself, “Why?”

The album starts with a brilliant kick 
to the face, “That’s Right,” a collabora-
tion with Lil Jon that sets the bar high, a 
schoolyard chant for any Strong Female 
tired of being strung along by an irre-
sponsible male. Sadly, this is followed 
by “Like A Boy,” a lackluster track that 
stereotypes all men as insensitive two-
timing animals. After a brief spoken word 
interlude where Ciara announces that 
she was “inspired to do something differ-
ent this time around,” she treats us to the 
substantially derivative ballad and lead 
single, “Promise.” After two tracks com-
plaining about how men have treated 
her, she suddenly proclaims that “there’s 
nothing [she] won’t do, to spend [her] life 
with you.” C’mon, girl! Either you are fed 
up with his midnight phone calls asking 
you to drop everything and find him, or 
you are happy being his little subservient 
waif. Make up your mind.

Her interlude about dance is fol-
lowed by truly boring dance numbers. 
Her interlude about fashion is followed 
by a song about copying her own style. 
Her interlude about herself is followed by 
tepid statements of self-hood. She insists 
in each interlude that she is somehow 
evolving, but if that is so, it is proof that 
Darwinian forces take millions of years of 
incremental change to yield results.

The disc is filled with this kind of 
drivel. The lines are singsong without 
any melodic creativity beyond a jump 
rope contest. Despite mammoth produc-
tion talent (The Neptunes, Lil Jon, will.
i.am), few moments make the ear perk 
up. The music seems to copy Janet or 
Paula Abdul from twenty years ago, and 
with less spirit than the first time around. 
Ciara shares songwriting credits for every 
track, so she is not fronting for unskilled 
talent. This bears the stamp of a project 
from the artist and by the artist. Perhaps 
it is only for the artist.

The “deluxe” edition of the CD comes 
with a DVD that features videos for “Get 
Up” and “Promise,” along with instruc-
tional segments that “teach” the dance 
routines for the videos. The teaching seg-
ments are awkward, at best, with poor 
breakdown of the routines and camera 
work that fails to focus on the important 
parts of what is being taught. Imagine 
any video from the classic “Rhythm Na-
tion 1814” made with untrained dancers 
doing street dance routines and camera 
work that masked sloppy synchroniza-
tion between the dancers. Get the idea?

As I said at the beginning, perhaps I 
“just don’t get it.” Ciara is phenomenally 
successful, but her artistic merit remains 
to be proven. Maybe she is evolving, and 
this is simply one step toward what may, 
one day, be a brilliant musical presence, 
scintillating in its depth and profound in 
statement. Right now, however, I cannot 
find any reason to continue listening.

Local Theater Fare
January offers us a remarkable 

variety of genres for live theater.
Driving Miss Daisy is being present-

ed by interPLAYERS Theater from Jan. 18 
through Feb 3.

Set in the Deep South, just prior to 
the civil rights movement. Having re-
cently demolished another car, Daisy, a 
rich woman, is informed that she must 
rely on the service of a chauffeur, Hoke, 
a thoughtful black man. In a series of 
scenes spanning 25 years, the two, de-
spite their differences, grow ever closer 
to each other. To order tickets, call (509) 
455-7529 or 325-7328

ARt presents Agnes of God, from Jan. 
12 through 27 at SFCC’s Spartan Theater.

This dramatic thriller is filled with 
psycho-
l o g i c a l 
twists as 
a jaded 
psychia-
trist at-
t e m p t s 
to dis-
close the 
killer of a 
newborn 
b e h i n d 
the clois-
t e r e d 
walls of a 
convent.

Consider attending on Talkback 
Wednesday. After the performance, 
the artistic director leads a spirited and 
educational discussion about the play, 
production and profession of the theatre. 
Call (509) 838-4013 for tickets.

C i v i c 
T h e a t r e ’s 
Main Stage 
is offering 
two pro-
d u c t i o n s : 

Barefoot in 
the Park is 
Neil Simon’s 
light-heart-
ed comedy. 
The Bratters 
were the perfect newlywed couple …un-
til the honeymoon ended!

Firth J Crew Theatre’s Assassins is 
Sondheim’s witty, sharp musical featuring 
a cast of characters worthy of a rogues 
gallery! Tickets are available by calling 
(509)325-2507, (800) 446-9576 or online 
at: www.ticketswest.com

This year started off with a bang with Dreamgirls and The History Boys
packing movie houses, Hair Spray bringing down the INB Performing Arts 
Center and most of the local theaters offering new fare for our appetites. Much 
more entertainment is coming your way, and almost everything is a sure-fire 
bet to keep you satisfied and thinking.

The back story 
about Mary WIlson’s 
split from the Su-
premes has come 
rocketing directly 
from the headlines 
of the early 1960s to 
the big screen in a 
dazzling production titled Dreamgirls.

Legends Mary Wilson, Diana Ross 
and the Supremes were venerated and 
worshipped by many GLBTQA, so this is a 
likely winner in our own community. My 
gaydar was going off big time any time 
handsome Keith Robinson (the song-
writer C.C White) was on screen. I will be 
watching for ‘his fine self’ in future roles!

Already nominated for five Golden 
Globes, including Best Picture, this movie 
might just become a classic. From the LA 
Times to Rolling Stone Magazine, the re-
views are over the top and so is this film.

I was fortunate to have seen the orig-
inal on Broadway shortly after it opened, 
and director Bill Condon’s vision is better 
and more cohesive than the stage version.

The send up of the music, costumes 
and over-production of psychedelic per-
sonas of the ‘60’s performers are brilliant. 
Knowing how litigious show business 
personalities are, it is amazing that there 
was no news of lawsuits from the stars 

that were being 
imitated. Watch for 
a spot on a take off 
on the Jackson Five 
with a cute little 
Michael Jackson-
wannabe.

Jennifer Hud-
son has been tapped as the best new tal-
ent and has the pipes to prove her worth 
in no uncertain terms. She is perfect in the 
part of an imperfect and highly talented 
diva, but in my not-so-humble opinion, 
Beyoncé shines through in her role with 
an equally talented performance and 
classic beauty. Her character’s strength 
is like a soft velvet glove covering quiet 
steel. Watching these black women be-
come independent and victorious is a 
real treat.

Eddie Murphy is smooth and oily 
as the self adulating singer who cannot 
keep his zipper closed around his female 
performing partners. 

Jamie Foxx turns in an excellent per-
formance of the stereotypical producer 
who wants it all no matter what the cost. 
As usual, the cost is at the expense of 
the producer’s performers. Typically, the 
seemy side of show business belies the 
polish and glorified glamor of these glit-
tery Dreamgirls.

Queer Delight on Screen and Stage

Opening night of  
Hair Spray at the INB 
Performing Arts Center 
(Opera House) was out-
standing and energetic!

No mere second-
rate touring company 
here. These performers 
were the real deal. Pro-
fessional in every detail 
and ready to give us 
their all. Based on the 
NewLine Cinema film 
by OUT/queer icon and 
writer/director John 
Waters, this production 
does his vision proud. 

Moreover, it is packed with tongue-
in-cheek comments and references to 
other musicals of the time period to 
keep the audience on their toes. Unless 
the viewer is well steeped in musical 
theater, I am fairly certain that many lines 
were missed, but nevertheless, our typi-
cally conservative Spokane audience was 
game, and eventually the crowd’s energy 
rose to embrace this rowdy nod to the 
‘50s.

Despite its sharply defined satire and 
hilarious buffoonery, Hair Spray deals 
with the fight against discrimination in 
an important area of our society and his-
tory. Blacks were not allowed on shows 
like American Bandstand for many years. 
Not coincidentally, people who did not 
fit the image of thin, white “Ozzie and 
Harriet” sensibilities were nearly invisible 
on America’s televisions for many years.

It is within this context that the 
premise of the show reaches above and 
through the hilarious antics and over-
the-top viewpoints to smile and wink 
knowingly at the audience. Most of us 
cannot remember when it changed, 

but we all know that it 
did. Only recently have 
we seen the inclusion of 
GLBTQ characters who 
barely begin to represent 
our community’s diver-
sity. One day there may 
be a musical that heralds 
the battle we are fight-
ing to gain true equality 
in our own country and 
throughout the world.

In this instance, our 
heroine, Tracy (played 
by Brooklynn Pulver) is 
cast on the fringes of “ac-

cepted society” because she is of more 
than ample weight and a propensity for 
back-combed big hair. She finds camara-
derie with friends she meets in detention 
after school with kids of color who also 
get the raw end of the deal. They teach 
her how wonderful their rhythms and 
dances make her feel. 

Tracy takes up the torch, and even-
tually they all stage a demonstration to 
allow the more sensual music/dances 
and a more diverse group of kids to par-
ticipate in their local version of “American 
Bandstand.” It is not an easy road, and 
jail cell bars really do create a dramatic 
mood in any musical. Our kids overcome 
the strident voices that want to bar them 
from the show, and history has its due.

All the actors were excellent with 
many who stood out, but I do not have 
space to include their names here. The 
dancers and mid-’50’s take by the cho-
reographer were creative and inspired. 
Sets and costumes rocked! If you missed 
it, I am sorry, but Annie will be here from 
Feb. 15 to 18. 

You can still get tickets at 
www.ticketswest.com.

 Graham Ames, Music Reviewer

GLBT Book Group
Spokane’s GLBT Book Group 

meets the first Wednesday monthly 
in the second floor conference room 
of Auntie’s Bookstore. Facilitator 
Julie Smith says review sessions 
begin at 7 P.M.

The upcoming review session is 
Blue Place by Nicola Griffith 

on Feb. 7.
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For Small Business Owners and Self-Employed 
• Your Choice of doctors and hospitals  •  24 hour coverage on & off the job* 

no referrals needed 
• Worldwide coverage for first 30 days  •  Coverage can be individually tailored 

of travel outside U.S. or Canada 
Underwritten by Mid-West National Life Insurance Company of Tennessee 

Rated “A-” (Excellent) by A.M Best 
 
Home Office: Oklahoma City, OK. 
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Limitations apply. *Provided you are not covered  
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analysts who rate & evaluate insurance companies. Ratings  
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MW/000095 Exp. 12/06 

 

 
HEALTH INSURANCE 

 Call for a Free Quote Today 
Shannon M. Tefft 

509-435-6623 
shannontefft@mw-ins.com 

 

Top 10 gay bills
in congress

Employment Non-Discrimina-
tion Act: Calls for banning private 
sector employment discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity.

Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act: Calls for giving the 
federal government authority to pros-
ecute hate crimes based on a victim¹s 
sexual orientation, gender identity or 
disability.

Military Readiness Enhance-
ment Act: Calls for repealing the U.S. 
military¹s ³Don¹t Ask, Don¹t Tell² 
policy so that gay male, lesbian and 
bisexual troops would be allowed to 
serve openly.

Uniting American Families Act: 
Calls for amending the U.S. Immigra-
tion & Nationality Act to allow foreign 
nationals who are same-sex domestic 
partners of U.S. citizens to apply for 
the same immigration rights offered 
to foreign nationals who legally marry 
U.S. citizens. Similar to the existing 
law¹s application to heterosexuals, the 
bill calls for prosecution of same-sex 
couples who fraudulently form a part-
nership to enable a foreigner to obtain 
immigration rights.

Domestic Partner Health Bene-
fits Equity Act/Tax Equity for Health 
Plan Beneficiaries Act: Introduced re-
spectively in the Senate and House, the 
identical bills call for amending the In-
ternal Revenue Code to end taxation of 
health insurance benefits for domestic 
partners. Under the current IRS Code, 
legally married employees do not pay 
taxes on their employers¹ contribution 
to their health insurance benefits that 
cover their spouses and dependent 
children. But gay and lesbian employ-
ees must pay taxes on similar benefits 
as if they were ordinary income.

Domestic Partners Benefits & 
Obligations Act: Calls for providing 
health insurance and other benefits to 
same-sex and opposite-sex domestic 
partners of federal government em-
ployees. Under current law, these ben-
efits are only available to legally mar-

ried spouses of federal employees. The 
bill sets various requirements to define 
a domestic partnership, including an 
affidavit that the partners live together, 
are not relatives, are over 18 and are 
not married.

Clarification of Federal Employ-
ment Protections Act: Declares that, 
³federal employees are protected from 
discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation² and ³[repudiates] any as-
sertion to the contrary.² Gay-support-
ive members of the House of Represen-
tatives introduced the bill to overrule 
a controversial decision by U.S. Special 
Counsel Scott Bloch not to enforce 
a longstanding federal employment 
policy banning sexual orientation dis-
crimination against federal workers.

Family Medical Leave Inclusion 
Act: Calls for amending the Family 
& Medical Leave Act of 1993 to allow 
government and private sector employ-
ees to take leave to care for a domestic 
partner who has a serious health condi-
tion. The bill also would allow medical 
leave for the care of a same-sex mar-
ried partner or the parent-in-law, adult 
child, sibling or grandparent of a same-
sex partner who has a serious health 
condition.

Responsible Education About 
Life Act: Calls for creating a $206 mil-
lion federal grant program to award 
funds to states for comprehensive 
sexuality education that is not linked 
to advocacy of abstinence-only-un-
til-marriage. Supporters say the bill is 
needed because existing sexuality edu-
cation programs funded by the federal 
government are linked to abstinence-
only policies.

Early Treatment for HIV Act: 
Calls for allowing low-income, child-
less adults with HIV to become eligible 
for Medicaid coverage before they de-
velop full-blown AIDS. Under current 
law, people who meet the income re-
quirements for Medicaid are ineligible 
for the federal health program if they 
have HIV but are not ³disabled² by hav-
ing AIDS.

Gay-supportive members of Congress have introduced these 
bills at the request of gay rights or AIDS advocacy groups in recent 
years. All of them have died in committee after Republican leaders in 
the House and Senate refused to bring them up for a vote. The new 
Democratic- controlled Congress is expected to be more sympathetic 
toward the 10 bills, but Democratic leaders chose not to place any of 
them on their agenda for their first 100 days in office.

Achieving our goal of transgender equality requires activism at the local, 
state and national levels. While NCTE focuses on federal policies, we strongly 
support and encourage the vital work of grass roots activists. Each week during 
2007, we will feature an idea for action that you can take at a local level. Some 
will be challenging, some will be simple; all are effective ideas and we will include 
links, resources and thoughts to help you get started. Some are things you can 

52 Things we can do for 
Transgender Equality
By The National Center for Transgender Equality (NCTE)

Week #3 January 14-20:
Attend an anti-racism training 
and put into practice what you 
learn

Racism is damaging to our grassroots 
movement and to us as individual 
people. Trans people come from very 
diverse backgrounds—we come from 
all cultures, races, classes and groups. 
Racism continues to fracture our nation 
… and transgender communities. 

Taking a strong stand against 
anything that may divide and weaken 
our community is one way to strengthen 
our activism. Attending an anti-racism 
training, and then putting into practice 
what you learn, can be a vital step in 
building a strong movement. We cannot 
create a world in which all people are 
honored treated with equality while 
disrespect and inequities of racism 
continue. 

A good diversity training will not 
make you feel guilty or powerless; rather, 
it will give you tools to work with others 
who are different from you and help you 
better understand the world in which 
we all live. 

Look for an anti-racism group that 
has a proven track record of positive 
work in your area. If you want to set up 
diversity training for your community 
group, ask for references from non-
profits, religious groups, other 
community organizations or employers 
about successful programs that they 
have done. Some excellent places to 
start are: 

•	 The National Coalition Building 
Institute, www.ncbi.org, for anti-racism 
trainings 

•	 The Conference for Community 
and Justice, www.nccj.org, for anti-
racism trainings 

•	 YWCA, www.ywca.org, 
specifically focused for women; online 
resources as well as links to local groups 
for trainings 

•	 Southern Poverty Law Center, 
www.tolerance.org, with excellent 
resources for individuals, parents and 
teachers, including informative articles, 
such as how to respond to bigoted 
remarks 

Go to an anti-racism training. You’ll 
be glad you did it, you’ll strengthen our 
movement and it’s the right thing to do. 

Week #4 January 21-27:
Run for Office

Some of the ways you can work 
for transgender equality are easy while 
others are more challenging. This 
week’s idea is one that could turn your 
life upside down, but imagine the good 
that you could do as an elected official. 

Our government is one that is of 
the people, by the people and for the 
people. Trans people have a right to 
run for office and the right to be well 
represented by our elected officials. 
Those who serve in political offices 
are in a position to make a difference 
in people’s lives, introduce legislation 
that can improve the lives of their 
constituents, and set an inclusive 
agenda. Elected officials have an 
opportunity to be a part of the decision 
making mechanisms of our country. 

Transgender people have 
successfully run for office. For 
example, Michelle Bruce, who is open 
about being intersex and transgender, 
currently serves on the City Council in 
Riverdale, Georgia. Other trans people 
have held office as well. 

Running for office can be an 
important statement and a worthwhile 
experience. NCTE Board of Advisors 
member Amanda Simpson, who was 
a candidate for state representative 
in Arizona in 2004 commented, “By 
running for office, you are able to 
engage the general public about the 
issues that are important to them and 
they can begin to relate to transgender 
people as people who are fully part 
of the same community and have the 
same struggles and hopes as everyone 
else.” 

If you are interested in running for 
office, or in supporting those who do, an 
important resource is the Victory Fund, 
which has endorsed and supported 
transgender candidates. You can find 
them at The Victory Fund and click on 
the button marked, “Run for Office.” 
They hold regular trainings for potential 
candidates; this year, the trainings are 
being held on March 9-12 in Louisville, 
Kentucky, June 15-18 in Washington, 
DC and November 15- 18 in Orlando, 
Florida. They have had at least one 
transgender participant at each of the 
trainings that they have held in the past 
two years and see this as a very positive 
sign that more trans people will be 
running for office in the coming years. 
If you are even considering running for 
office or supporting someone who is, 

do on your own, while others are ideas 
for local groups to work on. We hope 
that you will take on projects that spark 
your interest and that meet a need in 
our community as we work together 
for equality for all people. 

An excerpt of a longer article found at
http://www.washblade.com/2006/12-15/news/national/enda.cfm

• Asset Preservation
& Disability Planning

• Medicare and Medicaid
• Guardianships & Trusts

SENIOR LAW
Members: Spokane Estate Planning Council

The Supreme Court does not recognize specialties, and certification is not required to practice law in Washington.

325-7330

Certified as Elder Law
Attorneys by the

National Elder Law
Foundation

Richard L. Sayre • Karen L. Sayre
201 W. North River Drive, Suite 460
Spokane, WA 99201-2262
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Next Meeting:
Sat., Jan 19th at Noon

In-Home / Sm Office Computer Maintenance.
Upgrade, Troubleshooting, Light Networking,

Viral Security, Consultations, Custom machines.
Specializing in MS Win 95/98/ME, 2K, & XP.

“Evenings, Weekends ... No Problem!”

www.pcpalspokane.com  admin@pcpalspokane.com
main: (509) 747-5735  mobile: (509) 869-5796

Lic# L0236882       SENIOR DISCOUNTS

your very own ...

PC PSYCHIC • PC JANITOR

“Don’t unplug it, call PC Pal”

Serving the Gay Community
•Web Hosting as low as $9.95 a month

•Web Development and e-Commerce solutions

www.wilburnweb.com
Phone: (509) 232-0721      	           Toll-Free: (800) 596-7370

Diversity Counseling Services

Helen Bonser, ma/abs, lmhp
Margie Aylsworth, msw, lmhp

12 E. Rowan Ave., Ste. L-4
Spokane, WA 99207

Minority Sensitive
Individual, Couples

Family & Group Therapy 509.487.7064

Medicare and most insurances accepted.

Northwest Business Directory

5 0 9 - 2 9 2 - 8 8 5 2    w w w . s p o k a n e p a p i l l o n . o r g

Papillon 

of Spokane

A social support group 
for the transgender.

all are welcome here!

Open 3-5pm, Mon-Fri
1103 West 1st ~ 838-6859

needle exchange • condoms • lube
bleach • toiletries • anonymous HIV testing

OUTREACH
CENTER

Choices.

Better products
for better lives.

http://www.things4u.mychoices.biz

Things4U
welcome

Weekend & 
Evening Hours (509) 475-3820

 ascade Counselin
Sharon O’Brien, MSW, LICSW, CMHS, EMDR 

Individual & Family Therapy
Specializing in the Treatment of Sexual Abuse

Domestic Violence, Depression & Anxiety

Every life has a great story.
 Let me help you tell yours!  

509/467-6913
cathnoy@comcast.net

CathErinE D. Willis

Coming soon.. . 
 a new look ...a new project

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________ E-Mail: _________________________________________

___ Payment Enclosed    ___ Bill Me    ___ Please call me for Credit Card info    ___ Credit Card info below:

Name on Card: ___________________________________ Expiration (MM/YY): _________

Card # : ______________________________________________________________________

Billing Address: ____________________________________________  Security Code: ______
 (If different from address noted above)							        (Three digit code on back of card)

Thank You!
Stonewall phone: (509) 570-3750 • fax: (509) 276-6309 • e-mail: mail@stonewallnews.net

Subscribe 
Now!

Complete this order form and send to:   Stonewall •  P.O. Box 2704 • Spokane, WA 99220

Enjoy the convenience 
of having the Stonewall 

delivered
to your door!

A full year’s subscription
(26 issues) only $39.
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Resource Directory

To have your group listed in this directory, e-mail your organization’s information to Stonewall News Northwest at news@stonewallnews.net.

Call: Ramon or Bonnie: (509) 325-3637
Outreach Center
Condoms, needle exchange, AIDS information. 
Open M-F, 3-5 p.m. at 1103 W. First Ave.
Call: (509) 838-6859
OutSpokane
Committee organizes annual Pride march and 
celebration and other community events.
Web site: www.OutSpokane.com

Papillon
Social support group for the transgender 
community. 
Call: (509) 292-8852
PFLAG - Spokane –
   Parents, Families & Friends
   of Lesbians and Gays
Support group for parents, family, friends and 
members of the GLBT community.
Call: (509): 624-6671
Web site: www.pflagspokane.org

PJALS –
   Peace and Justice Action
   League of Spokane
Independent, membership organization 
building foundations for a just and nonviolent 
world.
Call: (509) 838-7870
Planned Parenthood of
   The Inland Northwest
HIV antibody testing and counseling.
Call: Clinic for Appt.: (800) 788-9128
   Administration: (509) 326-6292

Pride Foundation/Inland Northwest
The Pride Foundation connects, inspires 
and strengthens the Pacific Northwest 
GLBTQ community in pursuit of equality 
by awarding grants and scholarships 
and cultivating leaders.
Call: Spokane office (509) 327-8377 or 
(888) 575-7717
E-mail: outreach@pridefoundation.org

Website: www.pridefoundation.org

Quest Youth Group
To “inspire, encourage and support” gay and 
bisexual guys, 18-25, in the Inland Northwest 
through free monthly recreational activi-
ties, discussions, service projects and movie 
nights.
Call: Ryan: (509) 290-3519
Web site: www.QuestYouthGroup.org

Ryan White CARE Consortium
HIV care education and planning group.
Call: Tarena Coleman: (509) 444-8200
E-mail: tcoleman@chas.org

Rainbow Regional Community Center
Support services for GLBTQ community and 
individuals exploring their sexual orientation 
and/or gender identity.
Call: (509) 489-1914 
Web site: www.spokanerainbowcenter.org

SAN –
   Spokane AIDS Network
Call: (509) 455-8993 or  
           1-888-353-2130
Web site: www.spokaneAIDSnetwork.org

Spokane County Domestic
   Violence Consortium
A private, nonprofit organization with mem-
bers from a variety of professions who have 
come together to end intimate partner 
violence.
Call: (509) 487-6783

Spokane Falls Community College
   - The Alliance
GLBT and allies group to provide a safe space; 
to educate our community.
Call: (509) 533-4507
Spokane Human Rights Commission
Call: Equity Office: (509) 625-6263
Spokane Regional Health District
Providing health services and referrals for the 
public. HIV testing.
Call: (509) 324-1542 or 1-800-456-3236
Web site: www.spokanecounty.org/health

Stonewall News Northwest
Flagship publication for the gay and lesbian 
community and the Inland Northwest.
Call: (509) 570-3750

Fax: (509) 267-6309
Web site: www.stonewallnews.net

Unitarian Universalist Church
Gay, lesbian resource committee.
Call: (509) 325-6383
Web site: www.uuchurchofspokane.org

Vanessa Behan Crisis Nursery
Call: 535-3155
Web site: www.vanessabehan.org

Women and Friends
Women-only activities and events in the 
Spokane area.
Call: (509) 458-4709

Write: P.O. Box 4795, Spokane, WA 99202IDAHO

Idaho for Basic Rights
Citizen action group to work for civil and legal 
equality on basis of sexual orientation.
Call: (208) 343-7402
NIAC –
   North Idaho AIDS Coalition
HIV/AIDS prevention, education and as-
sistance for people infected with, affected 
by HIV.
Call: (208) 665-1448
Web site: www.nicon.org/niac

North Idaho College
Gay-Straight Alliance
E-mail: BCHARDISON@icehouse.net

NIGMA -
    North Idaho Gay Men’s Association
Creating community by providing real 
time social activities for gay men in the 
Moscow/Pullman area, visitors, and allies. 
E-mail: NIGMA@yahoogroups.com

Panhandle Health District
STD/HIV testing, condoms, and other methods 
of birth control, physical exams, shots, cancer 
screening, resource nurse voucher program, 
referrals to area resources and education. All 
services are confidential.
• Kootenai County  Call: (208) 667-3481
• Boundary County  Call: (208) 267-5558
• Shoshone County  Call: (208) 786-7474
• Bonner County  Call: (208) 263-5159
• Benewah County  Call: (208) 245-4556
Web site: www2.stateid.us/phd1

PFLAG - Sandpoint 
Support, education and advocacy group for 
Sandpoint gay people, parents, family and 
friends.
Call: (208) 263-6699
Planned Parenthood of
   The Inland Northwest
HIV antibody testing and counseling.
Call: Clinic for Appt.: (800) 788-9128
   Administration: (509) 326-6292

LEWISTON/CLARKSTON
PFLAG - Lewis-Clark 
  Support, education and advocacy group 
for Lewis-Clark gay people, parents, family 
and friends. Meets in Lewiston.
Call: (509) 758-6437

MOSES LAKE
AACW –
   Alternative Alliance of 
   Central Washington
A social and support group to help bring 
together people in the GLBT community.
Write: P.O. Box 1282, 
Moses Lake, WA 98837

PULLMAN/MOSCOW

Planned Parenthood of
   The Inland Northwest
HIV antibody testing and counseling.
Call: Clinic for Appt.: (800) 788-9128
   Administration: (509) 326-6292
Washington State University
Gender Identity/Expression and 
Sexual Orientation Resource Center

SPOKANE AREA

BiNet Spokane
A social support group for bisexual men and 
women.
Call: (509) 217-1271
Eastern Washington University SAFE
   Students’ Alliance for Equality
Weekly meetings for students, faculty and 
staff.
Call: Kat Olson: (509) 359-4253
Web site: http://iceberg.ewu.edu/safe/safe.htm

EMCC –
   Emmanuel Metropolitan
   Community Church
Christian church with outreach to the GLBT 
community.
Call: (509) 838-0085
Web site: www.emmanuelmcc.com

Friends of SAN
Fundraising organization for people living 
with HIV/AIDS to improve the quality of 
their lives.
Write: 1212 E. Front Ave. Spokane, WA 99202
Gay/Lesbian Info Line
Call: (509) 489-2266
   Immediate Crisis: (509) 838-4428
GLBT Book Group
Discusses selected works at Auntie’s Bookstore 
at 7 p.m. the first Wednesday each month.
Call: Julie Smith: (509) 838-0206
Gonzaga University 
   GLBT Resource Center
For information and to contact resource 
organizations on the GU campus, Septem-
ber-May.
HERO (Helping Educate Regarding Orienta-
tion) gay-straight alliance.
SODA (Sexual Orientation Diversity Alliance) 
law school support group.
Direct line: Bryce: 323-5847
Hospice of Spokane
Physical, emotional and spiritual care for the 
terminally ill and loved ones; bereavement 
support and HIV/AIDS counseling services.
Call: (509) 456-0438
ISCS –
   Imperial Sovereign Court of Spokane
Call: (509) 251-1242. 
Web site: www.iscspokane.com

INBA –
   Inland Northwest Business Alliance
A Professional GLBTQ/Allied Business Alliance. 
Monthly luncheon meetings and annual com-
munity resource directory. 
Write: PO Box 20163,  Spokane, WA 99204
Voice mail: 509-455-3699
E-mail: info@inbaspokane.org

Web site: www.inbaspokane.org

Inland Northwest Equality
A coalition of local individuals and organiza-
tions committed to progressing GLBT equality 
and justice.
Call: Krista Benson: 838-7870
Web site: www.icehouse.net/pjals/issues/inwe.html

Integrity
Gay and lesbian Episcopalians meet monthly 
for communion and simple meal.
Call: Chuck: (509) 326-7707 or Ann: (509) 
624-6671
Lutheran Communtiy Services- 
SafeT Response Center
Call: (509) 747-8224
Crisis line (509) 624-7273
Lilac City Men’s Project
For gay and bisexual men; a frank and open 
forum about sex, self, safety and socializing. 
For more information about upcoming meet-
ings and events:
Web site:  www.lilaccitymensproject.org

Northwest Fair Housing Alliance
Private, nonprofit organization provides edu-
cation, outreach and enforcement assistance 
for those who have experienced discrimina-
tion and the general public.
Call: (509) 325-2665 or (800)-200-3247
Odyssey Youth Center
Discussion/support group and social drop-in 
center for GLBT and questioning youth.

Call: Heidi Stanton (509)335-8841
E-mail: hstanton@wsu.edu

Web site: www.thecenter.wsu.edu

Washington State University
   GLBA Student Group
Fun, fellowship and socializing.
Call: (509) 335-6428
Web site: http://cubwsu.edu/GLBAP

Out There
Safer-sex information and supportive pro-
grams for young men who have sex with 
men.
Call Melinda: (509) 335-6428

University of Idaho
   Gay-Straight Alliance
Promoting a fabulous, positive and inclusive 
environment for all people on campus and 
encouraging individual growth and under-
standing by developing outreach programs, 
improving visibility and recognition of queer 
issues and history.
Call: (208) 885-2691

TRI-CITIES
Benton-Franklin
   District Health Department
Confidential and anonymous HIV testing, 
case management, educational and referral 
services.
Call: (Pasco) (509) 547-9737, ext. 234
   Confidential voice mail also.

River of Life
   Metropolitan Community Church
Christian church celebrating diversity and 
affirming GLBTQ people. Sunday services at 
11:30 a.m.
Call: (509) 542-8860

Tri-Cities Chaplaincy/ Tri-Cities CARES
Columbia AIDS relief, education and support. 
Survivor support group and HIV/PWA sup-
port group.
Call: (509) 783-7416

WALLA WALLA
Blue Mountain Heart to Heart
AIDS prevention education, support and 
services.
Call: (509) 529-4744
   Toll Free: (888) 875-2233 (pin #4744)
   Spanish: (509) 529-2174
PFLAG – Walla Walla 
Support, education and advocacy group for 
parents, family, friends and members of the 
GLBTQ community. Promoting the health and 
well-being of GLBTQ individuals, their families 
and friends.
Call: (509) 529-5320
Write: 527 E. Oak
 Walla Walla, WA 99362-1248
E-mail: pflag_walla2wash@hotmail.com
Web site: www.wwpflag.0catch.com/

Seventh-day Adventist Kinship
Call: (509) 525-0202

WENATCHEE
SHINE  
An organization that strives to eliminate all 
forms of prejudice and discrimination by 
promoting awareness, education, and self-
empowerment through the use of the arts.
Call: (509) 860-7354
E-mail: shine_org.@yahoo.com

YAKIMA
PFLAG - Yakima/Yakima Valley
  Promotes the health and well-being of 
GLBT individuals, their families and friends.
Call: (509) 576-9625

Rainbow Cathedral Metropolitan
   Community Church
An MCC Seattle parish extension.
Call: (509) 457-6454

MONTANA
Flathead Valley Alliance
Northwest Montana information and referral 
services.
Call: (406) 758-6707
Web site: www.flatheadvalleyalliance.org/index.html

Lesbian Avengers
A direct action group focused on issues vital 
to lesbian survival and visibility.
Call: (406) 523-6608

Our Montana Family
Supporting Montana’s GLBT parents and 
their children.
E-mail: barbatpride@aol.com

PFLAG Billings
Meets monthly Sept. - May.
Call: (406) 255-7609

PRIDE!
Statewide lesbigaytrans civil rights advocacy 
group.
Call: (406) 442-9322
or, in Montana: (800) 610-9322

PRIDE Celebration
Group in charge of annual Montana June 
PRIDE celebrations.
Call: (406) 442-9322

Western Montana Gay & Lesbian
   Community Center
127 North Higgins, Suite 202
Missoula, MT 59802
(406) 543-2224
E-mail: wmglcc@gaymontana.org

Web: www.gaymontana.org/wmglcc

WASHINGTON

Bi MEN Group
Bi and bi-curious men and gay men who enjoy 
and support bisexual men.
Web site: www.egroups.com/group/bi-men-west

Equal Rights Washington
Fighting for lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender equality.
Call: (206) 324-2570
Web site: www.equalrightswashington.org

GLSEN Washington State
The Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education 
Network (GLSEN) envisions a future in which 
every child learns to respect and accept all 
people, regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity/expression.
E-mail: mail@gglsenwa.org

Web site: www.glsenwa.org

Legal Marriage Alliance
Working to achieve the right of same-sex 
couples to marry legally in Washington.
Web site: www.lmaw.org

Lesbian Resource Center
Resources and referrals, groups and events. 
Monthly newspaper.
Call: (206) 322-3953

Lifelong AIDS Alliance
Providing support, prevention and advocacy 
for people with HIV/AIDS.
Call: (206) 329-6923

PositiveVoice Washington
Advocates for programs and services needed 
by people with HIV. Offers self-advocacy 
training.
Call: (888) 704-0099

Washington State GSA Network
The Washington State Gay-Straight Alliance 
Network is a youth-led organization created 
to help connect public and private GSA-based 
clubs and other community groups through-
out Washington State. 
Call: (206) 330-2099
Web site: www.wagsa.org

We always offers free testing for Gay and Bi Men.  Call for an appointment.
410 Sherman Ave. Ste. 215, C d’A, ID  83814     (208) 665-1448 or 1-866-609-1774

e-mail: dani@northidahoaidscoalition.org  –  Web:  www.northidahoaidscoaliton.org

Everyone has their “little secrets.”
You never told him that you ate a worm when you were five.

He never told you that he has HIV.
Know your partner.  Use a condom.  Get tested!

Victorian Merchandise
Receive a 20% off coupon when you get tested for hiv!

Rapid HIV Testing!
Results in 20 minutes • Free & Anonymous

HIV SWAB TEST
WEDNESDAY THRU SATURDAY • 5 - 9 pm

CONDOMS • HIV/AIDS INFORMATION

In Billings Montana!
2019 Minnesota Av. @ 21st St. • (406) 245-4293 • SVETJOHN@aol.com
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Classifieds

Rates: Classified Ads are $10 for up to 25 words. Each additional word is 25 cents. For a bold face headline, add $1.50.
Payment Method: You may pay for your Classified Ad by check or money order via the US Postal Service or by credit card, debit 
card, or PayPal by mailing, E-mailing, or telephoning your information.
E-mail Ads: You may submit your Classified Ad at Stonewall’s Web site at www.stonewallnews.net . Click on the Classifieds link 
to enter your information on the E-mail. Your payment will need to be received by Stonewall at least one week before publication.
Mail-In Ads: Type or legibly print your ad on an 8 1/2 x 11 sheet of paper along with your name, address, and phone number; 
include your signature. Mail your completed ad along with your payment to: SNN, PO Box 2704, Spokane, WA 99220.
Personals: If your Personal ad uses an address, Stonewall will only use a PO Box or a Stonewall Personal Blind Box (PBB). For a 
PBB, add $5 to the cost of the ad. Stonewall will assign a code for your PBB and will forward replies weekly for up to two months 
after your ad runs.
Policy: Stonewall reserves the right to reject or edit any ad which may be considered demeaning or offensive to our readers. Any 
errors will be compensated with advertising credit.
Deadline: Classified ads must be received by Stonewall by the 8th or the 20th of each month for following 15th or 1st of the 
month publication.
Mailing Address: SNN, PO Box 2704, Spokane, WA 99220 
Website: www.stonewallnews.net  E-mail: mail@stonewallnews.net

13 - Volunteers

Odyssey Youth Center has both short-term and on-
going volunteer opportunities available. Are you 
interested in becoming a Facilitator during open youth 
hours? Are you information technology savvy enough to be 
one of our regular IT volunteers? Call Bonnie at 509/325-
3637 for more information.

Spokane AIDS Network Needs Volunteers
Contact Cherie at 509/455-8993

OutSpokane is looking for community-minded 
people to help with the 2007 Pride
Call Christopher at 509/624-9639 for details on meeting 
the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month.

22 - Housing For Rent

Beautiful 1913 Craftsman Home for rent on Spokane’s 
lower South Hill. Please see ad on page 14

31 - Help Wanted

Project Coordinator - HIV Prevention 
Program, .75 FTE, requires volunteer coordination., 
meeting facilitation, collaboration, events planning, and 
community outreach.   Must be able to work in a diverse 
workplace with flexible hours.  Some nights and week-
ends.  Prefer some college but will consider a combination 
of experience and education.  Compensation based on 
experience.  Send resume to Spokane AIDS Network, 905 
S. Monroe, Spokane, WA, 992042, attn. Monica Lahr or 
visit www.lilaccitymensproject.org. 

44 - Travel

Cowboy Up Montana Roadhouse
Dinner & Bed

Your special GAY Hideaway in the beautiful moun-
tains of western Montana!
Soft beds and gourmet meals! Only 2 hours from Spokane 
via I-90.
www.cowboyupmontana.com

13 - Personal-General Services
SENSUOUS MASSAGE
AROUND-the-world massage by 6-ft., 175-lb., 49, 
handsome, clean, muscular, willing to please, blue-eyed 
bottom masseur using latest technique and essential oils. 
Call Gary: (509) 889-9294 .

Classified Advertising Index

10 - PEOPLE and EVENTS
	 11 - Special Person
	 12 - Announcements & Notices
	 13 - Volunteers
	 14 - Classes & Workshops
	 15 - Crafts
	 16 - Pets

20 - LIVING
	 21 - Housemates
	 22 - Housing For Rent
	 23 - Housing Wanted
	 24 - Housing For Sale

30 - JOB MARKET
	 31 - Help Wanted
	 32 - Employment Wanted
	 33 - Earning Opportunity
	 34 - Business Opportunity

40 - FOR SALE
	 41 - Garage & Yard Sales
	 42 - Real Estate
	 43 - Automobiles
	 44 - Travel/Tickets
	 45 - Mail Order
	 46 - Miscellaneous For Sale

50 - HOME IMPROVEMENT
60 - BODY & SPIRIT

	 61 - Health & Fitness
	 62 - Well Being
	 63 - Licensed Massage

70 - PERSONALS
	 71 - General
	 72 - Transgendered
	 73 - Bisexuals
	 74 - Lesbians
	 75 - Escorts
	 76 - Body Work
	 77 - Gay Men
	 78 - Pen Pals
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january 1 - january 31, 2007
C A L E N D A R

Covering Spokane, Tri-Cities, Pullman, Moscow, Walla Walla, and Yakima

Wednesday, January 3rd

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm Vision Committee Meeting (at 
Northern Exposures Studio)
Meetings are informal potlucks at Northern Exposures 
Studio on the first Wednesday and third Monday of 
each month. We work on projects to help the visibility 
of Spokane’s GLBTQA community. Currently working 
on a local billboard project.
Contact: Bonnie Aspen
Phone: 509.838.3866

Thursday, January 4th

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm Queer Sounds Radio Show
Queer Sounds is an eclectic mix of GLBTQ music 
and commentary at 92.3 or 89.9 FM, KYRS “Thin Air 
Radio,” your local community radio station. Hosted by 
Irey and Bob. Call-in number is 747-3807. 
Contact: Irey
Email: queersounds@kyrs.org
Phone: 747-3807

7:15 pm – 9:00 pm OutSpokane Meeting (at 
RiverPark Square)
Meetings are the Kress Gallery on the 3rd floor of 
RiverPark Square each Thursday from 7:15 to 9 pm. 
Located next to and behind the food gallery near the 
theater ticket outlets.
More Info: http://www.outspokane.com 

Sunday, January 7th

5:00 pm – 9:00 pm The “L Word” Season Premiere 
Party Join us for the “L Word” Season Premiere Party 
at Dempsey’s Brass Rail. Big Screen! Raffle! Prizes! 
Complimentary hors d’oeuvres! Sunday, January 7, 
the party starts at 5 PM and the show starts 7 PM.
This is an OutSpokane fundraising event. Proceeds 
go toward Pride 2007

Monday, January 8th  Stonewall goes to press

Tuesday, January 9th

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm RRCC Board Meeting (at SAN)
Board meetings are open to the public, but please 
contact at least one week in advance with requests 
to be on the agenda. Meetings will be at SAN until 
further notice.
Contact: RRCC
Email: info@spokanerainbowcenter.org
Phone: 489-1914

Wednesday, January 10th

11:30 am – 1:00 pm INBA Luncheon (at Europa 
Pizzaria) Guest speaker: Steve Smith, Spokesman-
Review Editor 
Recent Frontline TV documentary on Mayor West 
We are pleased to announce our first speaker for 
2007 will be Steve Smith, Editor of the Spokesman-
Review. He will be speaking on the value-driven 
newsroom reflecting community life in its wholeness 
and complexity. With the Spokesman-Review’s 
positive reporting on the GLBTQA community and the 
recent Frontline show a lively Q&A is sure to follow. 
Don’t miss out.
Contact: INBA
Email: info@inbaspokane.org
Phone: 509-455-3699
More Info: http://www.inbaspokane.org/ 

Thursday, January 11th

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm Queer Sounds Radio Show
Queer Sounds is an eclectic mix of GLBTQ music 
and commentary at 92.3 or 89.9 FM, KYRS “Thin Air 
Radio,” your local community radio station. Hosted by 
Irey and Bob. Call-in number is 747-3807. 
Contact: Irey
Email: queersounds@kyrs.org
Phone: 747-3807

Saturday, January 13th

9:30 am – 10:30 am PFLAG Moms Group (at 
Conley’s Restaurant) The MOM’S Group, an informal 
support group welcomes and supports mothers (and 
occasionally grandmothers!) of gay, lesbian, bisexual 
or transgendered children. It meets monthly, on 
the second Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. for breakfast at 
Conely’s Restaurant on east Sprague. Call the PFLAG 
help line 509.624.6671 for more information. 
Phone: 509-624-6671

Monday, January 15th   Martin Luther King Day

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm Vision Committee Meeting
Meetings are informal potlucks at Northern Exposures 
Studio on the first Wednesday and third Monday of 
each month. We work on projects to help the visibility 
of Spokane’s GLBTQA community. Currently working 
on a local billboard project.

Tuesday, January 16th

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm PFLAG Monthly Meeting (at 
UUCS) We meet the third Tuesday of every month 
at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Spokane at 7 
PM.  4340 W. Fort Wright Dr. Spokane WA 99224. Our 
mission is to provide support, education and advocacy 
for GLBTQ family and friends.
Contact: Tiina Buckaloo
Email: info@pflagspokane.org
More Info: www.pflagspokane.org 

Thursday, January 18th

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm Queer Sounds Radio Show
Queer Sounds is an eclectic mix of GLBTQ music 
and commentary at 92.3 or 89.9 FM, KYRS “Thin Air 
Radio,” your local community radio station. Hosted by 
Irey and Bob. Call-in number is 747-3807. 

Contact: Irey
Email: queersounds@kyrs.org
Phone: 747-3807

7:15 pm – 9:00 pm OutSpokane Meeting (at 
RiverPark Square) Meetings are the Kress Gallery on 
the 3rd floor of RiverPark Square each Thursday from 
7:15 to 9 pm. Located next to and behind the food 
gallery near the theater ticket outlets.
More Info: http://www.outspokane.com 

Saturday, January 20th

10:30 am – 12:30 pm OWLS Brunch (at Old Country 
Buffet-Franklin Park Mall) OWLS Brunches will be 
held the 3rd Sat. of the month (Sep-May) at 10:30am 
at The Old Country Buffet in Franklin Park Mall on N. 
Division. If you are the first to arrive, ask the cashier 
where we can pull tables together for approx. 20 
women. Then ask the cashier to direct arriving OWLS 
to that area. (Schedule for Jun, Jul, & Aug to be 
announced)
Contact: Ginny
Email: way2qt_99@yahoo.com

Sunday, January 21st

12:30 pm – 3:00 pm Gay/Bi Men’s Bowling Group 
(at Northbowl) Come hang out with the guys and 
bowl. Ten bucks gets you two hours of bowling and 
shoes. Space is limited, so reserve your spot early by 
calling 267-9444 and leave a message for Mark or just 
mention Bowling Group.
Contact: Mark
Email: markg@san-nw.org
Phone: 267-9444
More Info: www.lilaccitymensproject.org 

Monday, January 23rd   Stonewall goes to press

Thursday, January 25th

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm Queer Sounds Radio Show
Queer Sounds is an eclectic mix of GLBTQ music 
and commentary at 92.3 or 89.9 FM, KYRS “Thin Air 
Radio,” your local community radio station. Hosted by 
Irey and Bob. Call-in number is 747-3807. 
Contact: Irey
Email: queersounds@kyrs.org
Phone: 747-3807

Sunday, January 28th

6:30 pm – 8:00 pm   ISCS Court Meeting

Friday, January 5th	

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm [Yakima, WA] First Fridays 
(at 1st St Conference Center) Yakima’s gay social 
group welcomes you and your friends to our monthly 
gathering
Email: 1st-Fridays@gayakima.com
Phone: 509/576-0276
More Info: http://www.gayakima.com/1stfridays.html 

Sunday, January 7th

10:30 am – 11:30 am [Kennewick, WA] River of Life 
MCC (at 2625 Brneau Place Ste A) 
Email: info@riveroflifemcc.org
More Info: http://www.riveroflifemcc.org 

6:30 pm [Yakima, WA] Rainbow Cathedral MCC (at 
225 N 2nd St)
Phone: 509/457-6454

Monday, January 8th   Stonewall goes to press

7:00 pm [Walla Walla, WA] PFLAG Monthly Meeting 
(at First Congregational Church Fellowship Hall)
Contact: Carol
Email: pflag_walla2wash@hotmail.com
Phone: 509-529-5320
More Info: http://wwpflag.0catch.com/ 

7:30 pm – 8:30 pm [Kennewick, WA] Rainbow 
Sobriety AA Meetings (at ROLMCC)
Contact: Edna Mae W.
Email: fiddlebanjo@charter.net
Phone: 509-546-2626

Sunday, January 14th

10:30 am – 11:30 am [Kennewick, WA] River of Life 
MCC (at 2625 Brneau Place Ste A) 
Email: info@riveroflifemcc.org
More Info: http://www.riveroflifemcc.org 

6:30 pm [Yakima, WA] Rainbow Cathedral MCC (at 
225 N 2nd St)
Phone: 509/457-6454

Monday, January 15th   Martin Luther King Day

7:30 pm – 8:30 pm [Kennewick, WA] Rainbow 
Sobriety AA Meetings (at ROLMCC)
Contact: Edna Mae W.

Email: fiddlebanjo@charter.net
Phone: 509-546-2626

Sunday, January 21st

10:30 am – 11:30 am [Kennewick, WA] River of Life 
MCC (at 2625 Brneau Place Ste A) 
Email: info@riveroflifemcc.org
More Info: http://www.riveroflifemcc.org 

6:30 pm [Yakima, WA] Rainbow Cathedral MCC (at 
225 N 2nd St)
Phone: 509/457-6454

7:00 pm [Yakima, WA] PFLAG Monthly Meeting (at 
First Street Conference Center, 223 N 1st St, Yakima 
WA)

Monday, January 22nd   Stonewall goes to press

7:30 pm – 8:30 pm [Kennewick, WA] Rainbow 
Sobriety AA Meetings (at ROLMCC)
Contact: Edna Mae W.
Email: fiddlebanjo@charter.net
Phone: 509-546-2626

Thursday, January 25th

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm [Tri-Cities, WA] PFLAG Monthly 
Meeting
Check website for meeting location
Email: info@tcpflag.org
More Info: http://www.TCPFLAG.org 

Sunday, January 28th

10:30 am – 11:30 am [Kennewick, WA] River of Life 
MCC (at 2625 Brneau Place Ste A) 
Email: info@riveroflifemcc.org
More Info: http://www.riveroflifemcc.org 

6:30 pm [Yakima, WA] Rainbow Cathedral MCC (at 
225 N 2nd St)
Phone: 509/457-6454

Monday, January 29th

7:30 pm – 8:30 pm [Kennewick, WA] Rainbow 
Sobriety AA Meetings (at ROLMCC)
Contact: Edna Mae W.
Email: fiddlebanjo@charter.net
Phone: 509-546-2626

Spokane, WA Tri-Cities, Pullman/Moscow, Walla Walla, Yakima, WA

Beautiful 1913 Craftsman Home for Rent
Spokane, Lower South Hill

Large Working Fireplaces in Living Room and Master Bedroom
Enclosed Sunrooms
Washer and Dryer

Three Floor Laundry Chute
Dishwasher

Garbage Disposal
Second Bar Sink
Breakfast Nook

Pool Table in Basement Rec Room
Detached Garage

City Views
Large Covered Front Patio

Fenced Backyard

Approximately 3,500 total square feet
Security System
Four Bedrooms

Spacious Two Full Bathrooms on Second Floor
Half Bath on First Floor

Walk-in Closets
Numerous Built-Ins
Nine Foot Ceilings

Full Basement
All brick Exterior

Oak Hardwood Floors Throughout
Exquisite Interior Wood Detail

Large Formal Dining Room
Leaded Glass Windows with Storm Windows

1704 W 8th Ave, Spokane Washington 99204
$1,200/month | $1,200 Deposit | $35 Screening Fee | 1-Year Lease

Showing by Appointment Only
509.570.3750  or  email: mail@stonewallnews.net

More photos and info: www.stonewallnews.net/craftsmanhome.htm
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Welcome to Spokane!
Whether you have cocktails and meet 

new friends at Irv’s or party until the wee 
hours at Dempsey’s Brass Rail, you can have 
fun! Spend the night at The Fotheringham 
House B&B, have lunch at Wild Sage and 
dinner & live theater at CenterStage. Check 
out the wide selection of books including 
an alternative section at Auntie’s Bookstore 
and be sure to pick up your new 2006 Inland 
Northwest Business Alliance Directory... 
everywhere!

BARS & CLUBS
1  Dempsey’s Brass Rail
909 W 1st Ave (509) 747-5362
www.dempseysbrassrail.net
2  Irv’s Bar
415 W Sprague (509) 624-4450

DINING PLACES
4  Wild Sage American Bistro
916 W 2nd Ave (509) 456-7575
www.wildsagebistro.com/
7  CenterStage
1017 W 1st Ave (509) 74-STAGE
www.spokanecenterstage.com
8  Europa Pizzaria
126 S Wall St (509) 455-4051
9  Satellite Diner
425 W Sprague Ave (509) 624-3952

BOOK STORES
5  Auntie’s Bookstore
402 W Main Ave (509) 838-0206
www.auntiesbooks.com
Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-9pm, Sun 11am-6pm
6  Best Buy Adult Books
123 E Sprague Ave (509) 536-7001
2425 E Springfield (509) 624-7522

LIVE THEATRE
7  CenterStage
1017 W 1st Ave (509) 74-STAGE
www.spokanecenterstage.com
15  InterPlayers
174 S Howard St (509) 455-PLAY
www.interplayers.com
16  Spokane Civic Theatre
1020 N Noward St (509) 325-2507
www.spokanecivictheatre.com

Downtown Spokane offers a 
variety of alternative places to visit, 
shop, dine, dance, and stay overnight. COFFEE HOUSES

Rocket Bakery
10  1325 W 1st Ave (509) 747-1834
11  24 W Main Ave (509) 835-3647
12  157 S Howard St (509) 838-3887

LODGING
3 The Fotheringham House B&B
2128 W 2nd Ave (509) 838-1891
www.FotheringhamHouse.com

CASINOS
18  Northern Quest Casino
N 100 Hayford Rd, Airway Heights
(509) 242-7000   ww.northernquest.com
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